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Flowchart for working with healthcare data  
When are data anonymous or pseudonymized, when can I use standard measures

and when should I contact my data stewardship expert?
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your institution? 
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any of the following:
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Will data be combined
 so that the sensitivity 
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is increased?
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Follow the

flowchart for the 
combined data set

No

- Reference to a key file
- Dates such as date of birth 
   or date of surgery
- Information that can lead
   to an individual
- Rare conditions

- Free text fields
- Sensitive information/special
   characteristics (e.g. Religion, 
   sexual orientation, DNA
   sequence)
- Images
- Video and/or audio recordings

You can use the
standard measures for
pseudonymized data
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https://www.elsi.health-ri.nl/werken-volgens-de-gedragscode/uitvoering-en-dataverzameling/anonimisering-pseudonimisering-en-0
https://www.elsi.health-ri.nl/werken-volgens-de-gedragscode/uitvoering-en-dataverzameling/anonimisering-pseudonimisering-en-1
https://www.elsi.health-ri.nl/werken-volgens-de-gedragscode/uitvoering-en-dataverzameling/anonimisering-pseudonimisering-en-0
https://www.elsi.health-ri.nl/werken-volgens-de-gedragscode/uitvoering-en-dataverzameling/anonimisering-pseudonimisering-en
https://www.elsi.health-ri.nl/sites/elsi/files/2024-02/Standard%20measures%20pseudonymized%20data_0.pdf
https://www.elsi.health-ri.nl/werken-volgens-de-gedragscode/uitvoering-en-dataverzameling/anonimisering-pseudonimisering-en-0

